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Networking Report (LIFE12 NAT/DK/001073) 

action F3 

 

Trip to the Netherlands and Germany – May 18 to 22, 2015. 

 

Visiting two former LIFE projects: LIFE BALTCOAST (LIFE05 NAT/D/000152) and LIFE 

REVITALISING NOORDDUINEN (LIFE09 NAT/NL/000417) 

 

 

 

 

Participants from The Danish Nature Agency and Municipalities 
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The trip was organized in the late autumn 2014 where the first contact was established to  

Martin Witteveldt (m.witteveldt@landschapnoordholland.nl) and Roelf Hovinga, 

(R.Hovinga@landschapnoordholland.nl) from Landschap Noord-Holland and Hauke Drews 

(drews@sn-sh.de) from Stiftung Naturschutz Schleswig-Holstein. Martin, Roelf and Hauke had 

been involved within the two previous LIFE projects : LIFE BALTCOAST (LIFE05 NAT/D/000152) 

and LIFE REVITALISING NOORDDUINEN (LIFE09 NAT/NL/000417). 

The following participants took part in the trip 

Name Organisation 

Bjarke Huus Jensen NST Vendsyssel 

Henning Fjord Aaser NST Vestjylland 

Uffe Strandby NST Vestjylland 

John Patuel Hansen Thisted Kommune 

Marie Paarup Thomsen Thisted Kommune 

Poul Gregersen Ring-Skjern Kommune 

Jakob Poo Albæk  Ring-Skjern Kommune 

Ole Knudsen NST Blåvandshuk 

Kristian Mandsberg Nielsen NST Thy 

Karsten Frisk NST Vendsyssel 

Bjarke Huus Jensen NST Vendsyssel 

Sisse Lindholm Frederikshavn Kommune 

 

The overall aim of the trip was to achieve a better understanding of the possibilities for 

minimizing the threats of the invasive species Rosa rugosa and in addition to get an 

insight in the general dune management in Holland and Germany. 

 

May 18 - Holland 

We left Denmark early in the morning and arrived at 3 pm at Callanntsoog, Holland. We 

were welcomed by Martin Witteveldt and his colleague Roelf …… We spent a couple of 

hours in the close-by nature reserve Mariëndal close to Dan Helder,  where we saw a large 
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nature restoration. It used to be an intensively managed agricultural area with mainly bulp 

production (tulip fields) but had now been turned into a wetland area with a number of 

scattered dune slacks. This area hosted a number of waders, geese and ducks.  

May 19 - Holland 

We started out with at Landschap Noord-Holland’s office at Helderse Vallei with a 

presentation of the findings related to combating Japanese Rose. Within the study area 

(500 ha) they had found a 1-2 % coverage of Japanese Rose and had estimated an annual 

growth rate of 5 %. They had used an herbicide called Triclopyr, which is a systematic foliar 

herbicide. It is used to control broadleaf weeds while leaving grasses and conifers 

unaffected. It should also be effective on woody plants. However, though they experienced 

a rapid decline in the vitality of Japanese Rose in the growth season where the herbicide 

was applied, in the following growth season the bushes grew rigorously again (see photo 1) 

and seemed to be only vaguely affected. It should be stressed that they had only conducted 

this experiment within 2 growing seasons. 

 

 

Photo 1    Japanese Rose in May 2015. The bush was treated in spring 2014 

In the late morning, we saw a 100 ha large dune area which had been fenced and grassed 

for some years by 15 Highland Cattle and 7 horses – this area hosted one of the highest 
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densities of Northern Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe) along the dune habitats in the 

Netherlands. It was argued that the reason for this high density of Northern Wheatear was 

due to habitat improvement mainly caused by minor disturbances in the topsoil by the 

Highland Cattle. The disturbance creates areas with bare sand which improve the breeding 

conditions for a number of insects – the Northern Wheatear feeds mainly on a variety of 

insects. 

 

Photo 2    Highland Cattle grazing in dune habitats. Their behavior creates a number of small openings/gaps in the topsoil, which 

improve the conditions for both plants and animals (primarily insects) 

 

In the afternoon, we visited an area called Falga. We saw a nummer of places where the 

topsoil (the upper 10-15 cm) had been removed in order to facilitate the foraging 

conditions for mainly the Northern Wheatear. The effort focuses on small areas 10- 15 m2. 

The idea is to create a scattered distribution of bared areas, where the foraging and 

breeding conditions for especially insects are improved – insects constitute the main part 

of the food composition (see photo 3 and 4) 
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Photo 3    An example of the establishment of small habitats where the topsoil had been removed in order to create areas 

without vegetation 

 

 

Photo 4    Insects (caterpillars) found on bared sand (left) and Phleum arenarium (right) entering the newly established habitat 
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Later this afternoon, we went to Duinen Nordkop (Botgat), where we saw a number of 

examples of dune slack re-establishment (Humid dune slacks  no. 2190). It was previously 

intensively managed agricultural fields or military installations (see photo 5), which had 

been purchased by Landschap Noord-Holland and turned into nature areas. The method 

was to remove the upper 40-50 cm of soil and vegetation and thereby allow the processes 

of secondary successison.  

 

Photo 5   An area previously used for military purposes. The installations were eradicated and the upper topsoil removed. 

 

May 20 - Holland 

We started out visiting an area owned by the PWN (Pure Water & Nature) where European 

Bison is grazing in the dunes. The argument for grazing the dunes by large herbivores is to 

remain the habitat open  and to promote a higher degree of biodiversity within the dune 

habitats. One way of keeping the dunes open is to have European bison grazin.  In this 

project PWN and some other organisations are trying to establish the effect of the 

behaviour of the European bison. PWN is currently the only nature management 

organisation in the Netherlands having European bison graze in its area.  The area is 
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approximately 360 ha and 15 bisons together with 5 horses have been grazing here since 

2008.  

 

Photo 6    European Bison grazing in the dunes 

Later this day, we saw an area which was included in a new LIFE project, where they had 

focus on re-establishing the dune dynamics. They simply opened the dunes by dicking 

large gaps in the first dune rows and thereby allowing some degree of sand drifting. The 

argument is again to increase the extent of bared sand areas in the dunes in order to 

improve the conditions for annual herbs, insects and birds.  
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Photo 7    A large gap created in the first dune row. The area was also grazed by cattle which demanded a relatively strong fence 

which is resistant to sand drifting. 

 

Finally, we had the opportunity to visit Zwanenwater, which is owned by one of the largest 

NGO’s in the Netherlands (Natuurmonumenten). In this area they manage roughly 550 ha. 

The focus has mainly been re-establishing dune slacks (no. 2190). Over the last 3-4 years 

they had created 7 ha of dune slacks by moving the upper soil layer (see photo 8). 



                                                                                                          

 

9 

 

 

Photo 8    One of the dune slack projects in Zwanenwater – 1 ha of top soil is removed down to the mineral soil in order to 

facilitate the formation of wet dune habitats. 

 

May 21 – Germany 

In the morning, we were introduced to an area at Weissenhäuser which had been fenced 

and grazed for 7 years by cattle (all year grazing with 0,5 cattle per ha). The purpose was to 

combat Japanese Rose.  Japanese Rose was not eliminated from the area in terms of 

ground coverage, but the height and density was severely reduced. This impact allowed the 

original plants from the dune habitats to re-colonize the area. 
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Photo 9   Area with Japanese Rose grazed by cattle for 7 years. The height and density of the rose has been reduced allowing 

plants from the dune habitats to re-colonize 

 

We also paid a short visit to ‘Sehlendorfer Bennensee’ where they had fenced 120 ha of 

freshwater meadows and grazed it with cattle. Here they had succeeded in eradicating a 

small number of Japanese Rose bushes. It was argued that the reason for this success is 

due to a scattered distribution of bushes and the fact that it was possible to fence and 

thereby graze the entire bush compared to the situation at Weissenhäuser (see photo 9).  

In this area, we were also introduced to a number of artificial bird-islands (see photo 10), 

which were put up in order to improve the breeding conditions for mainly artic tern 

(Sterna paradisaea). 
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Photo 10   Artificial bird-islands  

 

Later this day, we went to Grüner Brink, which is a 134 ha freshwater meadow area. In this 

area they had carried out grazing by cattle (summertime-grazing). Martin Altemüller from 

NABU (Naturschutzbund Deutschland) argued that the grazing within this area halts the 

spreading of Japanese Rose, which within this area is estimated to approximately 10 % per 

year, and that the grazing in the long term presumably will eradicate Japanese Rose. 

May 22 – Germany 

We spent the last day at Geltinger Birk, where Nils Kobarg from “Landesamt für 

Landwirtschaft, Umwelt und ländliche Räume“ showed us around. The area is 

approximately 600 ha (see photo 11). The purpose of the management of this area is to 

improve the conditions of the habitats by grazing large areas with different livestocks 

(cattle, sheep, goat and horses) and increase the area being flooded annually. There are 

also challenges with Japanese Rose. This invasive species is struggled by mainly two 

methods – grazing by sheep and covering with geotextile. Grazing by sheep is carried out 

in small areas along the coast, where the animals are kept at high densities for a short 

period. So far, the experience gained is that grazing has the capability to minimize or even 

stop the annual increment, but this method does not seem to be able to eradicate Japanese 

Rose. However, it has to be emphasized that long-term experience with grazing as a 

method to eradicate Japanese Rose does not exist and it can be argued that a persistent 

grazing regime can impoverish the plant and thereby ultimately exterminate this species. 
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Photo 11    Nils Kobarg in front of the information board showing the area of Geltinger Birk 

 

We were also introduced to the experiment of covering Japanese Rose with geotextile., 

which is a very thick, robust and resistant material, which is has a variety of applications, 

e.g. embankment construction, coastal works etc. The bushes of Japanese Rose were cut 

down to the surface and then completely covered by geotextile. The results so far are 

promising. Covering the plant for one year (see photo 12) seems to leave only a small 

number of regrowth whereas covering the plant for two seasons (see photo 13) seems to 

eradicate the plant. However, it has to be emphasized that long-term experience with 

covering as a method to eradicate Japanese Rose does not exist and the one of the key-

questions to answer,  is how long time it takes to eliminate the entire root system by 

covering the surface. 
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Photo 12   The result of covering Japanese Rose with geotextile for 1 season 

 

 

Photo 13    The result of covering Japanese Rose with geotextile for 2 seasons 
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Lessons learned from the trip to Holland and Germany 

Grazing Japanese Rose seems to minimize and even stop the growth and enlargement of 

the bush and it is kept at a low height. The effect seems to be an improvement of the 

habitat conditions allowing some of the light-demanding dune species to re-colonize the 

area previously dominated by Japanese Rose. 

The use of the herbicide Triclopyr to fight Japanese Rose in Holland has not been 

promising at all. In the growth season following the treatment period, the bushes grew 

rigorously again. It should be stressed that they had only conducted this experiment within 

two growing seasons. 

In contrast, the use of Geotextile to fight Japanese Rose has revealed promising results so 

far. At Geltinger Birk in Germany the bushes of Japanese Rose along the coast had been 

cut down and afterwards covered by Geotextile. The results indicate that after 2 years the 

regrowth from the root system is diminutive. However, it has to be taken into account that 

this method involves handling a heavy and expensive (€ 1.300 per roll with 400 sqm) 

material. It should also be emphasized that there are differences in the depth of the root 

system at a rocky seashore compared to a sandy dune habitat – this difference might imply 

a longer period needed to cover the bushes. 

Grazing in the dune habitats and/or scattered removal of the topsoil has the potential to 

create a continuous occurrence of bared sand which constitute an important breeding and 

foraging habitat for plants, insects and birds. 


