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Welcome to the Wetlands Arboretum
An arboretum is a collection of trees and bushes. The
wetlands arboretum at Vejlbo was planted for scientific research and teaching about botany and forestry.
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The arboretum was planted to show different wetland trees and also the natural genetic variations
within species. The plants are therefore cultivated
from seeds (very few plants have been purchased
from nurseries, because they produce “perfect” plants
for gardens, or “fast growing” species for forestry)
so the arboretum can reflect the multiple variations
found in nature.
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The choice and composition of plants in this wetlands
arboretum shows trees and bushes that grow naturally in damp conditions, often in low lying areas. The
plants originate from 18 regions within three continents, as well as native Danish species. All regions are
within the northerly temperate climate zone.
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Colourful young cones on the black spruce

The composition of the arboretum
The arboretum is divided into continents: North
America, Asia and Europe. Each continent is shown
with a different colour on the map. The continents
have plants from several regions, and every region
has an information board. The position of the information board for each region is shown on the map
over the arboretum.

Around the edges of the arboretum are six areas of
natural Danish habitats. Three are characteristic for
wetlands with information boards: ellesump (alder
marsh), pilesump (willow marsh) and skovbevokset
tørvemose (marshland with trees). The other areas
are Skovridereng (a meadow), the riverbank along the
Remstrup River and a thicket between the arboretum
and Aqua. At the western end is an area with holly.

Establishment of the Arboretum

The arboretum was started in 1991 as a joint initiative
between Ferskvandscentret, Silkeborg Municipality and
Danish Nature Agency in Søhøjlandet. The original 200
year old forest is partly retained as 26 tree species are
part of the arboretum. Other trees have been retained
as support trees in the establishment phase. This pro-

vides a local woodland climate and less temperature
changes, than an open meadow.

There have been planted more than 4500 plants, mostly
in the period up to 2005, though it is continually being
added to. 90% of the plants were raised from seeds sent
from the respective regions. Around 50 arboreta around
the world have contributed to the collection of seeds.

All motorised transport is forbidden.
It is forbidden to light a bonfire.

Remember to show respect for other visitors.
Take your rubbish home with you.

The sitka is characterised by the large flakes on it partially scally bark

Further information:
Naturstyrelsen Søhøjlandet
Vejlbo, Vejlsøvej 12
8600 Silkeborg
T: 7254 3000
www.naturstyrelsen.dk
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For mountain bike users: Please use the
tracks in Nordskoven. See the special folder
“På mountainbike i Silkeborg Nordskov” (only in
Danish) Otherwise the same rules apply as for cycling.

Nordlige tempererede
klimabælte

You may cycle on all roads and paths.
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It is possible to use a wheelchair on the
larger paths, though there are hilly areas and
areas with uneven surfaces. The path around Vejlbo
Mose is especially designed for wheelchair users.
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The chosen regions are all located in the northerly
temperate climatic zone. This gives cold and snowy
winters and prevailing western wind. The Western
coastal areas are characterized by the sea which
provides a coastal climate with mild winters and
cool summers. Inland there are greater temperature
changes throughout the year, so winters are harder
and summers are warmer. There is rain throughout
the year in both western coastal and inland regions.
The Eastern coastal regions, on the other hand, mainly have rain during the summer months; though also
see large temperature changes as do inland regions.
Denmark has a coastal climate.

Dogs are permitted to run free within the
arboretum, though the dog must be under the
full control of the owner. If you are unsure about the
obedience of your dog, it needs to be on a leash.

Det vestsibiriske lavland

Climate

It is permitted to collect nuts, berries, mushrooms and cones lying on the ground. You are
not allowed to take branches from tree or bushes.
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Most trees also have a Danish name. This sometimes
leads to confusion because some species have more
than one name, and some names cover a variety of
species. This is especially true for non-native species
brought into Denmark.

You are free to go anywhere within the
arboretum in areas that are not fenced off.
Be careful where you tread because some trees and
bushes are very small and are easily damaged.
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Every species has a Latin scientific name. This is
unequivocal, and the same species is called the same
worldwide.

Silkeborg

Scientific and Danish plant names

When visiting the arboretum

Wetlands arboretum

Many of the trees have tags which show the scientific
and Danish names, where the species originates from
and when it was sown and planted in the arboretum.

Editor: Naturstyrelsen, Mette L. Klenum - Graphic design: Randi Nørgaard - Photo: Mette L. Klenum - Englsih translation: Nicole Meron
Production of information about the arboretum with economic support from Danish Nature Agency, Nordea-fonden, Tips- og Lottomidler til Friluftslivet

Tree tags

